THE   DIREFUL   HARRA
fold) which wearies the eye that looks down from Vesuvius to the
south-eastward, where a European will hardly adventure with
heavy heart to bewilder his feet;-but that had brought forth, in
Arabia, leban and samn to the poor nomads. Where the Aarab
alight in some cragged place, some wild bottom, it is our home-
stead of two or three desert nights and daylights, and there the
hideous scars of basalt, the few thorn-tree scrogs and barren
broom bushes, wear to our familiar acquaintance, and they be-
come even of our human affections, so that -we are unwilling to
leave them;-and doubtless the home-born Mahuby is thus
affectioned to his foster Harra. They reasoning as simple men,
commonly suppose a great part of the world to be thus, lava
country: not their children alone, but men and women have en-
quired of me, els your dira, Khalil, Harra or sand plains?9
-Beside the Aarab and their cattle, there is nearly no life upon
the Harra. In this pure airy height hardly the flies follow us, which
abound even in the waste nomad diras. There is here but a small
black solitary bird of slender form, less than a thrush, with certain
white feathers, the sweydia, which is, as our little red-breast, a
cheerful neighbour to mankind. Many a time the passenger hears
at unawares her short descant ringing upon the waste moors, in
perplext desert ways, in the awe and the Titanic ruins of desolate
mountains, with a silver sweetness, as it were the voice to his soul
of some benign spirit. Of great ground beasts, only wolves prowl
in the wind of our mountain menzils: they are more in number
upon the Harra, and bolder than in the plain diras. The nights,
so serene in Arabia, were yet fresh at this altitude in the first weeks
of June; even the summer days are here airy. I found one morn-
ing, at the sun-rising, 79 deg. F., 90 deg. at the jaila, and about
mid-day 95 deg. in the tenf s shadow. This high land is intoler-
ably cold in winter; Beduin passengers can hardly stand against
the biting blast of it: even the wild beasts have then forsaken the
Harra. The Moahib at that time retire to the Tehama, and shel-
ter themselves in the bottom of the Wady Jizzl; where they find
plenty of dry tamarisk timber, tdrfah, which will glow all night in
their closed worsted tents: and the Beduins having but a loose
cotton tunic upon their lean bodies, and a wide mantle, and the
most of them lying down without a coverlet, yet they can say,